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O'Brien's Bridge is most welcome back to the 2016 Tidy Towns competition and we are delighted to be returning in 
this, your second year of the contest. Many thanks for your application form and map. While the map was very clear 
it would have been useful to have a key to the numbering system on the sheet itself. You have gained some 
momentum in your approach to the contest and seem to have divided your committee of 11 into subcommittees. 
You don't specify what these subcommittees are however. You have made contact with the relevant local agencies 
which will help you to meet your aims. The role of Shannon airport was unclear given your location. Your summary 
plan 2016/17 was reviewed with interest. While this contains many worthwhile endeavours but it would be better to 
take a longer-term view, e.g. over three years, and arrange actions under each of the contest headings. Aim to be 
clear about what you are trying to achieve, who was going to do it and when you expect it to be done.
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While you had a numbering system on your map there did not seem to be any explanation to go with this. As a 
result it was not immediately clear where many of your projects are located. If carrying out works to a building or 
other area before and after photographs are very useful in showing the adjudicator the impact of what was 
achieved. It's great that you are working on addressing the condition of disused buildings and your new mural of the 
characters was admired. You have listed a number of forthcoming projects here and we look forward to inspecting 
these in due course. Your looped walk is an essential piece of infrastructure and it is hoped that Clare county 
council can complete the necessary works as a matter of urgency (although in fairness it was later noted it does not 
prevent the loop walk from being accessed and walkers can go around the obstruction). Your ‘shop and stay’ map 
was hard to make sense of, is it reversed? (i.e. east is west?) The old graveyard is a well maintained heritage 
feature as well as a place for reflection. The old mill restaurant is full of character while neighbouring Ryan Darby’s 
was admired for its fresh facade. Bonner’s has retained its traditional facade which is welcome.
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Do make sure that your planting is sensitive to your location and that you enhance rather than detract from the most 
prominent attraction. In this regard less is generally more e.g. at the riverbank small flowers in plastic containers 
have a detrimental effect against the view of the Shannon. Nevertheless it is a beautiful area, clean and well 
maintained. The playground is indeed a nice facility. Try to eliminate the use of herbicides as this practice is very 
bad for the environment while leaving unsightly dead vegetation. The heritage garden is a beautiful spot and well 
done on the effort which has gone into this. As noted last year however, dead grass cuttings and other, compostable 
material is being dumped in the reeds on the riverbank. This really is an unacceptable practice and you are urged to 
develop a solution for next year. As a general rule containers are used for plants where soil is not available. Where 
soil is available the plants should go straight in the ground.
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soil is available the plants should go straight in the ground.

Despite having lost much of its wildlife value in recent decades the River Shannon remains an important feature for 
wildlife and nature conservation. The adjudicator wants to see how you raise awareness of this among the local 
community. This could take the form of information walks or talks in association with relevant parties e.g. the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service or BirdWatch Ireland. Installing bat boxes is good but should be followed up with 
a bat walk some investigation into these amazing creatures.

Well done for carrying out regular litter patrols and you are fortunate to have a Tús worker to help you out. You are 
commended for involving the soccer club and local school in this endeavour. The town is very tidy while litter control 
on adjudication day was to a very high standard, well done.

Recycling is considered a standard part of waste disposal and the adjudicator is looking here at how you are 
avoiding waste generation to begin with. Perhaps one of your subcommittees could take up the topic and some 
background research would provide some initial projects to get you started. For more helpful tips and case studies 
from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/

Many attractive homes were admired throughout O'Brien's Bridge and all were presented to a very high standard on 
adjudication day. Indeed there is a need for bilingual name signs and you are wished success with this project. 
Stone boundary walls are particularly eye-catching features.

The approach from Montpelier is very narrow and so a warning or contraflow system is needed to avert an accident. 
This would allow for a safe corridor for pedestrians who are currently not catered for. The arched bridge is a 
gorgeous feature however.

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities / Fiadhúlra, Gnáthóga agus Taitneamhachtaí Nádúrtha:

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management / Bainistiú Acmhainní agus Dramhaíola Inbhuanaithe:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit O'Brien's Bridge and spend some time admiring the River Shannon along your lovely picnic 
area. Please note that a point was docked under landscaping this year because of the riverside dumping issue - no 
doubt this can be restored next year. Best of luck and keep up the good work.


